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members, and addressed a note to the com-
mittee, in which he stated the provision of
the British Statute 34th Geo. III., enlarging
the rights of authors, and the liberal pro-
visions of the French laws on the subject.
He stated some of the defects of the old
law of the United States, and urged the ex-
pediency and justice of a more liberal law.
" A petition signed by many respectable
literary men was, about this time, presented
to Congress, praying for the same object.
Some members of the committee were op-
posed to the measure; but at length, on
the first of February, 1828, the committee
reported a bill consisting of three sections
only, extending the term of copyrights from
fourteen to twenty-eight years, and secur-
ing the benefit of the act to authors who
had previously obtained a copyright under
the old law. On the 21st of February,
Mr. Verplanck submitted to the House of
Representatives an amendment to the bill
reported by the committee, entitled an
' Amendment to a Bill to amend and con-
solidate the Acts respecting Copyrights.'
This amendment was printed by order of
the House. It was intended to embrace